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THE 16th Philippines-Netherlands Joint 
Committee on Maritime Affairs, or JCMA, 
agree on the continued hiring of Filipino 
seafarers after a day-long’s exchange on resolves 
adopted by governments and stakeholders of 
both panels on their effects on the maritime 
affairs of both countries. In a confident tone, 
Ms. Brigit Gijsbers, Director of Maritime 
Affairs of the Ministry of Infrastructure and 
the Environment and Head of the Netherlands 
delegation, expresses “we would be able to 
overcome all challenges with the expertise of 
both the governments of the Philippines and the 
Netherlands.” 
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16th Joint Committee on Maritime Affairs 
vows continued hiring of Filipino seafarers

HEADS OF delegations of the 16th Philippines-Netherlands Joint Committee on Maritime Affairs sign anew their resolves on maintaining maritime 
cooperation between both nations. MARINA administrator Dr. Maximo Q Mejia Jr is seated with counterpart Director of Maritime Affairs Brigit Gijsbers 
of the Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment of the Kingdom of the Netherlands this May 18th at Hotel H2O in Manila. 

The Philippine delegation, 
composed mainly of 
members from the MARINA 
administration, presents on-
going undertakings on the 
following issues: the K-12 
system; compliance and 
enforcement procedures  
related to maritime education 
and training institutions; 
the enhanced support level 
program, ESLP, which is 
scheduled for implementation 
this school year; transfer of 
functions from the Professional 
Regulatory Commission (PRC) 
to MARINA; the International 
Maritime Organization's 
coordinated task force 
on technical assistance to 
the Philippines with the 

involvement of member 
nations Denmark, Germany, 
the Netherlands and Norway; 
the issuance and verification 
of certificates of proficiency 
(COPs) and competency 
(COCs); and the updating 
of maritime courses for 
compliance to the 2010 Manila 
Amendments on Standards 
Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers. 

Ms. Gijsbers appreciates 
the clear explanation on 
the aforementioned items. 
MARINA administrator Dr. 
Maximo Q Mejia Jr meanwhile 
mentions that additional 
capacity building measures 
are being studied with Canada 
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News of storm causes traffic queue in Matnog
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MARINA ADMINISTRATOR Dr. 
Maximo Q Mejia Jr shows a digital 
photo of a landing craft transport 
(LCT) and explains to GMA 
network reporter John Consulta 
the dimensions and capacity of 
the seacraft. Consulta interviewed 
Mejia regarding the Matnog traffic 
on May 19, 2015.

THREATS OF coming typhoon, Dodong, with 
Storm Signal No.1, held seafaring vessels from 
plying to other destination ports earlier last 
week. In turn, the slack created a long queue of 
trucks and buses on Maharlika Highway that 
leads to the Port of Matnog. 

Based on the final report sent 
by MARINA Region V director 
Engr. Jaime Bea, the number 
of trucks were reduced to the 
normal traffic flow after a week.
The report also cited, “the long 
queue of trucks and passenger 
buses in Matnog [Sorsogon] 
is a given fact during the 
occurrence of typhoons.”

For the avoidance of similar 
incidents in the future, Bea 
recommended the following: 
(a) issuance of  bill of lading 
prior to the arrival of ships 
to facilitate the loading of 
vehicles; (b) issuance of bill of 
lading by shipping companies 
to trucks with their POs even 
while on queue; (c) enforce a 
first-come-first-served system 
of service; (d) allow and ready 
vehicles inside the port loading 
area prior to the arrival of their 
assigned ship; (e) allow the 

use of all ramps to arriving 
ships; (f) the Philippine Ports 
Authority (PPA) to issue order 
to STASCO (Arrastre) on the 
parking of tankers; (g) creation 
of a committee represented by 
PPA, STASCO (Arrastre) and 
shipping companies to address 
any future issues that would be 
raised; and (h) the assignment 
of traffic marshalls with proper 
coordination with shipping 
companies.

Further recommendations 
submitted were for the 
rationalization of shipping 
schedules; the deployment of 
regular landing craft transports 
(LCTs); active resolving of port 
congestion; relaxation of sailing 
schedules during inclement 
weather; and the provision of 
bigger holding areas to avoid 
the build up of trucks along 
Maharlika Highway.

The computer-based examina-
tion system is administered at the 
MARINA Central Office and at the 
AMOSUP facility in Intramuros, 
Manila. Starting June of this year, 
application for theoretical exams 
may be submitted to the MARINA 
regional offices for pre-screening 
of documentary requirements.
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about e-learning or distance 
learning for seafarers, with 
the United Kingdom in areas 
related to inspection and with 
Finland regarding training on 
the administration of standards 
training, certification and 
watchkeeping for seafarers. 
Mejia also specifies briefly 
the possibility of  sending 
MARINA personnel to the 
Netherlands to learn of best 
practices in yet other aspects of 
maritime affairs.

Already, since the 
compliance requirement to 
the 2010 Manila Amendment, 
MARINA has set forth nine 
policies on the issuance of 
certificates where certificates of 

MARINA ADMINISTRATOR Dr. Maximo Q Mejia Jr reads the oath as Officer Jan Lemuel D.C. Mallorca repeats after 
him, this May 20, 2015. Mallorca is one of first four test passers of the computer-based assessment system now 
required as part of standardized training assessment process compliant to the requirements set in the Manila 
Amendment.

proficiency (COPs) issued has 
numbered almost two million. 
Also, a real-time certificate 
verification system for COC 
or COP, radio personnel 
(GMDSS), and marine deck 
officers and engineers are 
available at the STCWO website 
(marina.gov.ph/stcwoffice).

The Philippine delegation 
is  headed by MARINA 
administrator Dr. Maximo Q 
Mejia Jr with representatives 
from MARINA, the 
Commission on Higher Edu-
cation, the Philippine Overseas 
Employment Administration, 
the Philippine Ports Auhority, 
the Philippine Coast Guard, 
the Bureaus of Customs and 
of Immigration, the National 
Economic Development 
Authority, the Palompon 

Institute of Technology, the 
Departments of Foreign 
Affairs, of Transportation 
and Communications, of 
Education, of Health and the 
stakeholders.

On the other hand, 
members of the delegation 
from the Netherlands 
is composed of: Ringo 
Lakeman from the Ministry 
of Infrastructure and the 
Environment; Tineke 
Netelenbos and Tjitso Westra 
from the Royal Association of 
Netherlands Shipowners; Jan 
Willem Verhoeff and Albert 
Bos from the ScheepvartEn 
Transport College; and 
Netherlands Ambassadeur 
Marion Derckx with PLV 
Ambassadeur Ruth Emmerink 
and Patricia Alvenida.

“KAYO ANG mukha 
ng bagong marino,” 
said Dr. Maximo Q 
Mejia Jr, MARINA 
Administrator as 
he gave his charge 
to the first four 
seafarers who passed 
the computer-based 
examinations, 
now part of the 
assessment system 
every seafarer has to 
undergo.

“A historic moment,” Mejia 
remarked, as the four men 
are among the pioneers to 
accomplish the assessments 
with the new system. 

Issued Certificates of 
Competency (COCs) and 
MARINA license identification 
cards were Marlon S. Decena, 
Jan Lemuel D.C. Mallorca, 

John Ray M. Espina, and Mark 
Arvin D.C. Oliveros. They 
have been certificated for OIC 
Navigational Watchkeeping and 
OIC-Engine Watchkeeping.

Seafarers who completed 
licensure, assessment and 

certification may take their oath 
at the said office, through the 
Examination and Assessment  
Division. 

Present during the ceremony 
were the Deputy Administrator 
for Regional Concerns, Capt. 

Herminio P. Estaniel, the 
board of examiners for marine 
deck and engine officers, the 
division chiefs of STCW office 
and the proud parents of the 
new officers.

Mejia leads oath-taking rites for first batch 
of passers of new computer-based exams

Shipyards formalize 
national association

THE SHIPYARDS Association of the 
Philippines (SHAP) is finally formed after 
shipyard owners, operators, and managers 
identified the need for a forum to discuss 
challenges common to all must be appropriately 
addressed. 

In its signed declaration earlier 
this May, the members of SHAP, 
professed to work together 
with MARINA and other gov-
ernment agencies towards the 
realization of a strong maritime 
industry which provides a ship-
building and ship repair hub in 
the Asian region.

In order to get there, the or-
ganization has for its objectives 
the following: (1) to develop 
shipyard capacities and man-
power capabilities in order to 
provide greater quality outputs; 
(2) to provide excellent work-
ing conditions and adopt en-
vironmental safety standards; 
(3) to create seamless working 
system and direct communica-
tion lines with MARINA, the 
Philippine Coast Guard, the 
Philippine Ports Authority, the 
Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources, the De-
partment of Trade and Indus-
try, the Board of Investments, 
the Philippine Economic Zone 
Authority, local government 
units, Congress, and other gov-
ernment agencies for drafting 
plans, programs, agenda for 
legislation, policies and regu-
lations; also for sharing infor-
mation on issues that affect the 
sector on areas as environment, 
safety and quality standards, 
international accreditations 
and others.

Also part of its objectives is 
the drafting of legislative agen-
da that will ensure the enhance-
ment of the global competitive-
ness of Philippine shipyards. 
SHAP is also looking forward 

STCWO is now ISO 
9001:2008 Certified

experts. By integrating an 
ISO standard into national 
regulation, governments can 
benefit from the opinion of 
experts without having to call 
on their services directly.

Opening up world trade 
- ISO standards are interna-
tional and adopted by many 
governments. By integrating 
ISO standards into national 
regulation, governments 
help to ensure that require-
ments for imports and ex-
ports are the same the world 
over, therefore facilitating the 
movement of goods, services 
and technologies from coun-
try to country. 

The certification is given 
by Bureau Veritas, a global 
leader in Testing, Inspec-
tion and Certification (TIC), 
delivering high quality ser-
vices to help clients meet the 
growing challenges of quality, 
safety, environmental protec-
tion and social responsibility. 
Created in 1828, it offers in-
novative solutions that go be-
yond simple compliance with 
regulations and standards, 
reducing risk, improving 
performance and promoting 
sustainable development.

 The STCW Office is 
headed by executive director 
Dr. Alvin Tormon.

to collaborations, technical 
cooperations, exchanges and 
industry tie-ups with interna-
tional associations for further 
development of the shipbuild-
ing and ship repair sector.

MARINA's chief for ship-
yards regulations services Engr. 
Ramon C. Hernandez, during 
a previous seminar-workshop 
with shipyard stakeholders in 
Cebu, welcomed the creation 
of a national association of all 
the 113 shipyards strategically 
distributed in Luzon, Visayas, 
and Mindanao. 

Hernandez cited in his re-
port that part of the challenges 
the Philippine shipyards face 
are the provision of attrac-
tive financing options and the 
availability of the supply of ba-
sic machinery, equipment and 
spare parts for shipbuilding 
and ship repair, including ma-
rine grade steel.

Hernandez added, “with a 
formal organization of ship-
yards stakeholders, the chal-
lenges the sector faces can now 
be properly addressed.”

MARINA administrator 
Dr. Maximo Q. Mejia Jr, on the 
other hand, regarded the SHAP 
formalization as “one major 
step towards the enhancement 
of Philippine shipbuilding and 
ship repair sector as govern-
ment can now provide aid after 
gauging  the needs of our ship-
yards.”

SHAP will be launched on 
June 17, 2015, during the open-
ing of the Marine Shipbuilding 
and Offshore event at the SMX 

Convention Center in Pasay 
City, Manila.

Meanwhile, the initial SHAP 
members are: Austal Shipyard, 
Chesteel Marina, Colorado 
Shipyard Corp., Elfa Shipyard 
Corp., Fortune Shipbuilding 
and Lighterage, Frabelle Ship-
yard, Herma Shipyard & Eng'g 

Inc., Josefa Slipways Inc., Kep-
pel Subic Shipyard, Philippine 
Iron Construction and Marine 
Works, RBL Shipyard, RRT 
Marine Service Corp., R & 
LT Shipyard and Realty Devt 
Corp,. SAS Shipyard Inc., Tsu-
neishi Heavy Industries, and 
Western Shipyard.

THE S T C W 
O f f i c e  o f 
MARINA is 
now     ISO “

9001:2008 certified,” MARI-
NA administrator Dr. Max-
imo Q Mejia Jr announced 
in connection with the posi-
tive efforts the STCW Office 
has been doing until its full 
implementation by January 
2017. Mejia mentioned the 
achievement during the re-
cent oath-taking rites con-
ducted with the first batch of 
test passers who were at the 
MARINA Central Office on 
T.M. Kalaw Street corner Taft 
Avenue.

According to the Interna-
tional Standards developer, 
a certification can be a use-
ful tool to add credibility, by 
demonstrating that a product 
or service meets the expecta-
tions of customers. For some 
industries, certification is a 
legal or contractual require-
ment. 

ISO standards draw on 
international expertise and 
experience and are therefore 
a vital resource for govern-
ments when developing pub-
lic policy.

National governments 
can use ISO standards to 
support public policy, for 
example, by referencing ISO 
standards in regulations. This 
has a number of benefits, in-
cluding:

Expert opinion - ISO 
standards are developed by 

Additional information from iso.org
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