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Division reports or updates 
include comprehensive 
discussions on  urgent 
concerns   regarding domestic 

“COMMUNICATE THE good efforts done,” 
says Usec. Michael Frederick L. Musngi of the 
Office of the Executive Secretary–Office of the 
Chief of Staff & Special Concerns of the Office 
of the President. He adds, “MARINA is able to 
accomplish the gargantuan tasks it faced despite 
numerous challenges,” after the Maritime 
Industry Board was presented a number of 
updates from various division chiefs in a recent 
regular meet. 
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‘Communicate the good efforts done’ — Usec. 
Michael Musngi of the Office of the President

THE MARITIME Industry Board meets regularly to discuss or approve matters, among its other powers and function, pertaining to the industry 
and is composed of DOTC Secretary, and the members are: the Office of the President (OP); the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA); the Department 
of Trade and Industry (DTI); the Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP); and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) with two (2) observers from 
the private sector; and the MARINA Administrator, seated foreground-right.

shipping,  the seeking for 
advice and recommendation 
for developmental rules and 
regulations, and developments 

on the implementtion of 
the standards of training, 
certification and watchkeeping 
of seafarers.

Items on the agenda 
that needed further study 
are scheduled for another 
day of discussion. Dept. 
of Transportation and 
Communications Usec. for 
Project Implementation and 
Special Concerns Julianito G. 
Bucayan Jr, who also presides 
the meeting, advises MARINA 
chiefs concerned to provide the 
Board with more situational 
information and more updates 
so the issues can be further 
explored and appropriately 
deliberated on in succeeding 

meetings.
Addressing MARINA 

administrator Dr. Maximo Q 

THE MARINA BOARD confirms 
Atty. Herschel F. Magracia as head 
of the Enforcement Service office.
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PH, Japan coast guards hold anti-piracy drills
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Left photo: THE PHILIPPINE Coast Guard (PCG) anti-terrorist unit 
apprehend mock pirates who hijacked a vessel during a combined 
maritime law enforcement exercise at Manila Bay on May 6, 2015.

Top photo: MOCK PIRATES, after being identified, are targeted by anti-
terrorist units of the Philippine and Japanese Coast Guards during a 
combined maritime law enforcement exercise at Manila Bay on May 6, 
2015.

Photo below: THE PHILIPPINE Coast Guard (PCG) anti-terrorist unit board 
a cargo vessel to engage mock pirates who hijacked the vessel during a 
combined maritime law enforcement exercise at Manila Bay on May 6, 
2015.

AS PART of a strategic partnership of the 
Philippines with Japan, signed in 2012, the 
coast guards of both nations held its first anti-
piracy drills. Featuring scenarios in quelling 
pirate attacks, the Philippine and Japanese 
coast guard teams staged mock hijack in a 
show of cooperation between the two nations 
this May 6th. Japan has been supporting the 
Philippines in improving its skills in maritime 
law enforcement, safety, and environmental 
protection. According to Japan Coast Guard 
Captain Koichi Kawagoe, the exercise is of 
mutual interest to protect both countries 
from maritime crimes such as piracy, drug or 
firearms trafficking, and other illegal acts.
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These exercises in Manila Bay are observed by coast guard chiefs 
of 17 Asian nations, including China. The South China Sea holds 
sea traffic to US$ 5 trillion trade every year. The 17 Asian nations 
are finding ways to cooperate and maintain safety at sea and bat-
tling maritime crimes.
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DELEGATIONS FROM the Republic of the Philippines and the Federal Republic of Germany 
(FRG) convene to discuss further a proposed draft agreement prepared by the the latter with 
emphasis on the strengthening of cooperation in maritime transport matters this 4th of May at 
Hotel Jen in Manila. In this second round, most conditions are mutually suitable. The meeting 
progresses in a manner that is cordial and friendly. 

Both delegations agree to meet again to 
discuss and resolve outstanding issues 
relating to “Article 6: Free Transfer of 
Revenues.” 

Also under further study for both 
delegations is paragraph 2 of “Article 
8: Measures to Facilitate Maritime 
Tranport,” which states: “The Contracting 
Parties undertake to review and amend 
or rescind as appropriate, upon the entry 
into force of the present Agreement, all 
unilateral administrative, technical, and 
other measures that entail an indirect 
restriction of, and have discriminatory 
effects upon, the free offer of services in 
international maritime transport. Either 
Contracting Party also undertakes not 
to take or implement any administrative, 
technical, or other measures that might 
adversely affect citizens or companies of 
the other Contracting Party rendering 
services in international maritime 
transport.”

Adjourning rather earlier than 
scheduled, the German delegation 
proceed to take a tour to the Maritime 
Academy of Asia and the Pacific (MAAP) 
the next day by boat to Mariveles, 
Bataan. Executive Vice President of the 
Associated Marine Officers and Seamen's 
Union of the Philippines (AMOSUP) 
VAdm. Eduardo Ma. R. Santos welcomes 
the delegation to MAAP. The guests are 
toured around the academy's state-of-
the-art simulators and other facilities. 

According to Santos, aside from 
providing training and education to 
young would-be seafarers and the 
upgrades they need, the academy also 
provides masteral units to seafarers 
who would decide to continue their 
education after long stints at sea. 

The FRG delegation is composed 
of Peter Escherich, Ministerialrat  of 
the Federal Ministry of Transport and 
Digital Infrastructure (Division WS 

PH, Germany discuss need for heightened 
cooperation in maritime transport

20 – International and EU Maritime Policy, Maritime 
Transport), and Jürgen GÖpel, Division WS 23 – Traffic 
Regulation & Nautics, also from the Federal Ministry 
of Transport and Digital Infrastructure; Dr. Dirk Max 
Johns, managing director of the Association of German 
Shipowners in Hamburg and Mr. Cristof Wegner, the 
German Commercial Counselor. 

The Philippine delegation, on the other hand, 
consists of key personnel from MARINA, namely, 
administrator Dr. Maximo Q Mejia Jr, deputy 

administrator for operations 
Atty. Gloria J. Victoria-Banas, 
deputy executive director of 
the STCW office Atty. Jabeth 
Sena Jepath Dacanay, director 
for overseas shipping service 
Arsenio F. Lingad II, Rubina 
S. Badoy of the planning and 
policy service, Michael Esplago 

Continued on page 3

MARINA ADMINISTRATOR Dr. Maximo Q Mejia Jr with Managing Director of the Association of 
Shipowners (Hamburg) Dr. Dirk Max Johns as they hand to each other documents for the second 
meeting of the proposed merchant shipping agreement between the two nations.
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‘Communicate the good efforts ...’                                                                  from page 1
Mejia Jr with all the division chiefs present during the assembly, Usec. Musngi says, “The continuing 
efforts in this agency is what President Aquino desires. This is good management.” Adjournment 
follows after Usec.  Batuhan expresses his appreciation for the presence of everyone.

Meanwhile, in related 
developments, the Board also 
confirms Atty. Herschel F. 
Magracia as head of office for the 
Enforcement Service. The office 
is in charge of implementing 
a culture of safety through 
the “Ligtas Biyaheng Dagat” 
program for all passenger and 
non-passenger ships, among 
its other responsibilities. It is 
composed of the operations 
monitoring and the complaints 
and investigation divisions.

Magracia is also 
concurrent division chief 
for the legal division of the 
STCW (Standards Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers) office. 

To reach the Enforcement 
Service, the office is situtated 
at the 3/F, Parkview Plaza, Taft 
Avenue corner T.M. Kalaw 
Street, Ermita, Manila with 
email address es@marina.gov.
ph; and telephone numbers 
524-9126. 

THE GERMAN delegation with representatives from the STCW office on the way to MAAP. From left: Dr. Dirk Max 
Johns; Michael Esplago from the STCWO; Peter Escherich; Atty. Jabeth Sena Jepath Dacanay, deputy executive 
director of the STCWO; student-researcher Johanna Makkula; and Jürgen Göpel. 

and Harold Tarun from the 
STCW office. 

From the Dept. of Transport 
and Communications are: 
Enrico Ferre of the water 
transport division and Elenita 
Asuncion of the planning 

PH, Germany disccuss heightened ...            from page 2
service. 

From the Bureau of Customs 
are: Atty. Regino Mallari Jr, 
Atty. Ilie Gramata, Rommel 
Versoza, Atty. Michelle de Vera, 
and Atty. Naomi Alcala.

Also included are: Edwin 
Gil Mendoza from the Dept. of 

Foreign Affairs; Hernando B. 
Reyes from the Phil. Overseas 
Employment Administration; 
Agapito D. Arrieta of the Phil. 
Ports Authority; Atty. Charlotte 
Fiel P. Castro of the Dept. of 
Justice, and Ma. Josefina Villena 
of the National Economic and 
Development Auhority.

ON FOREGROUND is a copy of an item in the agenda that the MARINA Board looks into.
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