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IMO'S CONTINUOUS efforts 
and careful attention to improve 
the safety of sea and inland 
waters transport operations is 
part of its technical aid.  The 
conference consists of a series 
of presentations from expert 
presentors and discussions 
with participants who shared 
knowledge and views on 
important issues affecting 
maritime industries.

The Manila Statement 
notes with great concern the 
unacceptable loss of lives and 
damage to environment and 
properties brought about by 
marine casualties and incidents 
involving domestic ferries. 
Though integral to national 
transport systems and usually 
the most affordable means of 

ONE-DAY IMO CONFERENCE UPS PH RESOLVE ON SAFETY OF DOMESTIC SHIP OPERATIONS

With the urgent need for safety enhancement 
of passenger vessels on domestic nautical 
highways, the recent International Maritime 
Organization conference on the ‘Safety of Ships 
Carrying Passengers on Non-International 
Voyages’ was held in Manila. The Maritime 
Industry Authority, MARINA, through its 
Enforcement Services division imposes the 
“Ligtas Biyaheng Dagat” program all-year 
round, a directive from MARINA administrator 
Dr. Maximo Q Mejia Jr, as “an appropriate 
and authoritative response to marine casualties 
involving ships while at the same time 
establishing a culture of safety to all involved.” 
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Manila Statement discusses enhancement of safety 
of ships carrying passengers on non-int'l voyages

travel for the public and for 
transport of goods, domestic 
ferry operations is crucial for 
local economies. The statement 
is also conscious that operations 
of domestic ferries have 
environmental implications 
and that in some cases take 
place in environmentally 
sensitive areas.

Marine casualties and 
incidents can be avoided if 
adequate laws, regulations and 
rules are thoroughly developed, 
effectively implemented 
with a rigorous compliance 
oversight mechanism and 
vigorously enforced on a non-
discriminatory manner and 
without interference.

Meanwhile, such laws, 

FERRY PASSENGERS disembark ship that sailed from Aklan to the Port of Batangas. 
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MARINA ADMINISTRATOR 
Dr. Maximo Q Mejia Jr 
formally opens the evening 
with greetings and words of 
appreciation for the active  
participation of everyone 
during the recently concluded 
international conference on 
“Enhancement of Safety of 
Ships Carrying Passengers on 
Non-International Voyages,” 24 
April 2015. 

With live singing, playing 
of indigenous instruments 

THE DELEGATION will 
highlight advancements in the 
position of the Philippines in 
maritime affairs. Not just the 
leading provider of maritime 
professionals, with 30% of 
manpower on global merchant 
vessels, the Philippines is 
named the fourth largest 

House delegation promotes PH role in 
global maritime affairs in Washington

Fellowship dinner follows 
IMO conference

A fellowship dinner with the IMO Conference 
delegates and participants follows right after 
the one-day conference on ship safety.  The 
evening is highlighted with performances from 
the Bayanihan Dance Troupe. The pool side 
event at the Sofitel Philippine Plaza showcases 
local color, culture, and delicacies.

and folk dance numbers from 
the Bayanihan Dance Troupe, 
the program serves as a light 
get together function where 
delegates had their tetes a 
tete over dinner that featured 
Filipino cuisine and tropical 
fruits in season.

Mr. Arsenio Lingad, head 
of Overseas Shipping Service, 
is master of ceremony for 
the evening. The next day, 
the delegation proceeds to 
historical and port tours.
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MARINA ADMINISTRATOR Maximo Q Mejia Jr addresses the IMO 
conference delegates and participants during the fellowship dinner at the 
Sofitel Philippine Plaza on 24 April 2015. Mejia is one of six candidates for 
the next IMO Sec-Gen post.

Chairman of the House Committee on 
Transportation Rep. Cesar Sarmiento 
(Catanduanes), together with Rep. Jesulito 
Manalo (ANGKLA, maritime party-list), Rep. 
Jonathan de la Cruz (ABAKADA, education 
party-list), and Rep. Gwendolyn Garcia (3rd 
district, Cebu), is bound for Washington, 
D.C. towards the end of April to bolster 
maritime security and further promote areas 
of cooperation. The country's role in maritime 
affairs continues to grow as the industry 
undertakes major leaps in seafarer proficiency 
and competence and other areas of compliance 
with international conventions. 

shipbuilding country in the 
world. It will also seek to 
foster dynamic dialogues with 
respective counterparts in 
order to improve on existing 
operarating standards, enhance 
cooperation on training and 
student exchanges and explore 
trade opportunities. 
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For exceptional and meritorious services 
rendered to the Republic of the Philippines, 
His Eminence Koji Sekimizu, International 
Maritime Organization Secretary-General, is 
conferred the Order of Sikatuna with the rank 
of Datu on 24 April 2015 at the Malacañan 
Palace. Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
Sec. Albert del Rosario confers the order of 
diplomatic merit to Sekimizu with a citation 
signed by President Benigno Aquino III.

IMO SECRETARY-GENERAL Koji Sekimizu during the fellowship dinner at 
the Sofitel Philippine Plaza after the IMO conference on safety of ships.

SEKIMIZU IS a significant 
player in the adoption of 
amendments to the 1978 
International Convention 
on the Standards of 
Training, Certification, and 
Watchkeeping (STCW) for 
seafarers. Of equal importance 
are his support of various 
Philippine initiatives in 
enhancing the safety and 
security of ships and the 
welfare of approximately 
400,000 Filipino seafarers.

Sekimizu pays a courtesy  
call to Malacañan and is 

received by Del Rosario and 
Department of Transportation 
and Communications Sec. 
Joseph Emilio Aguinado 
Abaya. With the IMO chief 
are MARINA administrator 
Dr. Maximo Q Mejia Jr and 
DFA Assistant Secretary for 
Maritime and Ocean Affairs 
Benito Valeriano.

The Order of Sikatuna is 
one of the senior honors of the 
Philippine Republic. The others 
are the Philippine Legion 
of Honor and the Order of 
Lakandula.

THE ORDER

SIKATUNA
of

DESIGN BY GILBERT PEREZ

THE BADGE and collar have a 
metallic composition of 95% 
silver and 5% copper. The rib-
bon of the Order is red, with 
yellow side stripes, thin white 
edges, and a thin blue stripe 
through the center, and is 
made of Philippine cotton 
hand-woven by a coopera-
tive foundation in Bontoc, 
Mountain Province, in North-

ern Luzon. The decoration also includes a miniature and ribbon bar, 
which bears a grand sunburst with two large demi-barettes, and a 
grand lapel rosette bearing two large gold demi-barettes. The set 
is manufactured by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Mint, which ex-
clusively manufactures the Honors of the Republic.

RANKS
•	 Grand Collar (Raja) – conferred upon a former or incumbent 

head of state and/or of government.

•	 Grand Cross (Datu) – The Grand Cross shall has two distinctions: 
(i) Gold (Katangiang Ginto) and (ii) Silver (Katangiang Pilak). 
The Grand Cross may be conferred upon a crown prince, vice 
president, senate president, speaker of the house, chief justice 
or the equivalent; a foreign minister or other official of cabinet 
rank, ambassador, undersecretary, assistant secretary, or other 
person of a rank similar or equivalent to the foregoing.

Source: Official Gazette

•	 Grand Officer (Maringal na Lakan) – conferred upon a charge 
d’affaires, e.g., minister, minister counselor, consul general heading 
a consular post, executive director, or other person of a rank similar 
or equivalent to the foregoing.

•	 Commander (Lakan) – conferred upon a charge d’affaires i.e., 
counselor, first secretary, consul general in the consular section of an 
embassy, consular officer with a personal rank higher than second 
secretary, director, or other person of a rank similar or equivalent to 
the foregoing.

•	 Officer (Maginoo) – conferred upon a second secretary, consul, 
assistant director, or other person of a rank similar or equivalent to 
the foregoing. Any Filipino government official or employee may 
be entitled to the award for a minimum of six years of government 
service.

•	 Member (Maharlika) – conferred upon a third secretary, vice consul, 
attaché, principal assistant, or other person of a rank similar or 
equivalent to the foregoing.

www.gov.ph/the-order-of-sikatuna

IMO Sec-Gen Koji 
Sekimizu is conferred 
the Order of Sikatuna
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A responsive online
brand implementation 

survey is going on for all 
MARINA central office 

employees.

You may use
your handheld gadgets! 

Access the survey at:
phmarina.wordpress.com

Click on
Brand Implementation Survey 
on the right sidebar.

i-belong-here

regulations and rules can only 
be:

(a) adequate if they address 
all foreseeable risks and include 
issues relating to the safety 
management and operation 
of such ships, including 
the education, training and 
proficiency of the shipboard 
personnel; and

(b) adequately implemented 
and enforced if the officials 
involved as surveyors and 
inspectors of ships, as auditors 
of safety management systems 
and as examiners for shipboard 
personnel and classification 
societies and organizations 
which governments authorize 
to survey, audit and certify for 
the compliance of domestic 
ferries and their employees have 
the required competencies. 

The statement also 
recognizes the significant roles 
of: 

(a) ship-to-shore and shore-
to-ship radio communication 
services, the promulgation of 
weather forecasts and of the 
aids to navigation, including 
navigational charts, sailing 
directions and notices to 
mariners, in preventing marine 
casualties and incidents; and 

(b) the search and rescue and 
emergency response services in 
mitigating the consequences of 
marine casualties.

The clauses recognized 
above strengthen the import 
of producing or providing 
reports of all marine casualties 
and incidents involving 
domestic ferries to marine 
safety investigation authorities; 
conducting marine safety 

investigation by skilled and 
competent investigators; 
identifying and publishing 
causal factors in marine safety 
investigation reports and 
the prompt and appropriate 
response and actions to 
identified causal factors.

Further, the statement 
recognizes that safety of 
domestic ferries is a shared 
responsibility between and 
among governments, local 
authorities, ship owners, ship 
managers, ship operators, 
shipboard personnel, maritime 
education and training 
institutions, classification 
societies and organizations 
which governments authorize 
to survey and certify for 
compliance with applicable 
laws, regulations, and rules; 
insurance providers, port 
authorities, port terminal 
owners and operators, and the 
public and civil society as users 
of the services provided.

Other prominent 
points requiring urgent 
attention included in the 
Manila Statement deal with 
tools in  identification of 
hazards in fact finding and 
scoping study; setting  of 
navigation areas for ASEAN 
countries; improvement 
and harmonization of safety 
standards under the ASEAN-

“

Manila Statement
discusses ...         from page 1

~ Dept. of Transport & Comm. Sec. Joseph Emilio Aguinaldo Abaya 
In his opening speech during the IMO Conference, PICC, 24 Apr 2015

Maritime passenger safety
is a worldwide concern .... 

This conference puts a spotlight 
on the needed improvements

in global practices;
hosting it shows the IMO’s confidence

in the Philippines.”

Japan partnership project; 
guidelines for the purchase 
of second-hand ships, ships 
subject to change of route or 
area of operation, and ships 
subject to modification or 
conversion; and guidelines 
for the counting of persons 
on board, voyage planning, 
and enforcement activities 
undertaking by maritime 
administrations. 

The intensive one-day 
conference is attended by 
delegations from Australia, 
Cambodia, Canada, China, 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, 
New Zealand, Norway, 
Papua New Guinea, the 
Philippines, and the Republic 
of Korea. Also present are non-
government observers from 
the International Chamber 
of Shipping, International 
Asoociation of Classification 
Societies, Interferry, the 
Worldwide Ferry Safety 
Association; observers from 
higher education institutions, 
World Maritime Universtity 
and University of Strathclyde 
(UK); and an obserserver 
from the Secretariat of the 
Pacific Community, an inter- 
governmental organization.

CSC 2nd career service prof and sub-
prof written exams slated Oct. 18 
THE CIVIL Service Commis-
sion (CSC) career service ex-
amination paper-and-pencil 
test (CSE-PPT) for professional 
and sub-professional categories 
are scheduled on October 18. 
Application period is from May 
25 to Sept.3.

The examination is open to: 
individuals, regardless of ed-
ucational attainment; Filipino 
citizens including those hold-
ing dual citizenship; at least 18 
years old at the time of filing of 
application; and have not taken 

the same level of examination 
within three months before the 
date of examination.

Applications should be filed 
in person at any CSC regional 
office or at any of its field offices 
where the applicant intends to 
take the examination. Accep-
tance of applications may be 
closed at any time before Sept. 
3, 2015 as soon as its offices 
reached the target number of 
applicants. Fees for both levels 
of CSE-PPT is P500.

Visit www.csc.gov.ph for details.


