
Designed to give partici-
pants the knowledge and skills 
for the assessment, examina-
tion, and certification of mas-
ters, officers, and ratings on 
board the world’s merchant 
fleet, the course included to de-
fine specifics on the supervis-
ing and monitoring of Filipino 
seafarer’s competency level, as 
part of MARINA-STCWO’s 
function to issue, validate, 
verify, correct, revoke or can-

cel certificates of competency, 
endorse or cancel certificates 
of competency, proficiency, 
endorsement and documenta-
ry evidence that is required of 
all seafarers as provided in the 
STCW Convention 1978, as 
amended. Given to qualified 
assessors of both MARINA 
and CHED, the course training 
is part of the structural devel-
opment the maritime agency 
continues to undergo since the 

TWENTY-TWO PARTICIPANTS, all dedicated and qualified assessors from both MARINA and CHED, intently listen to Dr. Manuel’s lecture during the 
week-long Professional Development Course on Assessment, Examination, and Certification of Seafarers for Assessors, Examiners, and Administrators 
at the H2O Hotel and Convention Hall in Manila, March 9-13, 2015.
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STCWO steps up to strengthen Filipino seafarers’ 
competency level in skills, learning & proficiency

THROUGH CONTINUOUS MONITORING AND SUPERVISION

enactment of RA 10365, a law 
that establishes MARINA as a 
single maritime administra-
tion and enforcement agency 
of international convention on 
standards of training, certifi-
cation and watchkeeping for 
seafarers. 

Aimed to provide knowl-
edge and skills for trainees 
to administer, supervise and 
monitor training and assess-
ment of seafarer competence, 
the course is based on the re-
quirements of STCW Regu-
lation 1/6 and STCW Code 
A-I/6 — Training and assess-
ment and with a consideration 
of the contents of IMO Model 
Course 3.12 — Assessment, 
examination and certification 
of seafarers. The course covers: 
overview of the development of 
the STCW Convention; struc-
ture and requirements of the 
STCW Convention and Code; 

process overview; review of 
international obligations; au-
thority and organization for 
assessment, examination and 
certification of seafarers; qual-
ity systems; certificate require-
ments; approving training, as-
sessment and records; oral and 
practical tests; shipboard as-
sessment; the assessment pro-
cess; developing performance 
improvement plan; mainte-
nance of standards; adminis-
tration; and requirements for 
high-speed crafts.

MARINA Administrator 
Maximo Q. Mejia Jr. is confi-
dent that maritime adminis-
trations and industry stake-
holders around the world can 
be assured that Filipino sea-
farers’ competencies in skills, 
learning, and performance are 
according international stan-
dards. With a “maritime indus-

A FIVE-DAY course designed to give 
participants the knowledge and skills for the 
assessment, examination, and certification 
of masters, officers, and ratings on board 
the world’s merchant fleet titled Professional 
Development Course on Assessment, 
Examination, and Certification of Seafarers for 
Assessors, Examiners, & Administrators. 

Continued on page 4

cluding curricula, facilities and 
guidelines;

(ii) Monitor and verify, in 
coordination with the CHED, 
compliance with the policies, 
standards, and guidelines of 
maritime education in the con-
duct of maritime education and 
training programs;

(iii) Review and harmonize 
the procedures for period-
ic evaluation, assessment and 
monitoring of all maritime 
education and training insti-
tutions in accordance with the 
standards of the CHED and 
other recognized international 
organizations;

(iv) Develop, formulate and 
recommend for implementa-
tion, strict quality assurance 
mechanisms and relevant typol-
ogy for maritime education pro-
grams and institutions;

(v) Recommend to the CHED 
en banc the closure/phase-out 

of substandard maritime educa-
tion institutions, in accordance 
with the rules and regulations, 
as well as recommend alterna-
tive schemes or options for the 
affected maritime educational 
institution;

(vi) Maintain an updated list 
of compliant and phased-out 
maritime education and train-
ing programs, publish such lists 
in appropriate media, and pro-
vide the public with a clear un-
derstanding of the consequenc-
es of enrolling in a phased-out 
program;

(5) The MARINA shall coor-
dinate with the DOH to ensure 
that the medical standards es-
tablished to ascertain the med-
ical fitness of seafarers are in ac-
cordance with the international 
conventions, treaties and exist-
ing laws. For this purpose, the 
MARINA shall:

(i) Ensure that the medical 
examinations and issuance of 
medical certificates by the DOH 
accredited hospitals, medical 

‘Usapang STCW’ ... 
from page 3

The maritime administration 
also warns shipyard owners 
and operators to provide 
safe working areas, health 
protection to their employees, 
and appropriate salaries and 
wages to technical workers and 
supervisors, naval architects, 
marine engineers, and skilled 
workers like welders, fitters, 
and others.

In a recent Ship Building, 
Ship Repair (SBSR) seminar-

workshop held Feb. 5-7 at the Sarrosa 
International Hotel and Residential 
Suites in Cebu City, MARINA Shipyards 
Regulations Service (SRS) chief, Director 
Ramon C. Henandez and Director Nanette 
V. Dinopol  (MARINA Region 7) cited that 
there are 113 domestic shipyards operating 
in Visayas, Mindanao, and Luzon, including 
Metro Manila, where seven belong to ‘large’ 
shipyards category, 12 ‘medium’, and 94 
‘small’. 

The SBSR was attended by shipowners, 
domestic shipyard operators and managers 

Fulfill tasks, prevent accidents on domestic waters
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MEJIA WARNS SHIP, SHIPYARD INSPECTORS: 

MARINA Administrator Maximo Mejia Jr. stresses that, to 
optimize efficiencies, the MARINA is bent on leveraging 
the country’s strengths in labor and shipbuilding.

STCW steps up ... 
from page 1

try that moves the world,” MA-
RINA’s continuing upgrades in 
this industry will significantly 
raise its reputation as a premier 
maritime administration in 
this part of the world. 

Sponsored by MARINA’s 
STCWO (Standards of 
Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers 
Office), the training takes 
place at the H2O Hotel and 
convention hall and concludes 
March 13.

clinics, and laboratories, includ-
ing medical practitioners are in 
accordance with the standards 
prescribed by the STCW Con-
vention; and

(ii) Ensure that medical certif-
icates are issued by a duly-qual-
ified medical practitioner rec-
ognized by and accredited with 
the DOH, and for this purpose, 
a register of recognized medi-
cal practitioners shall be main-
tained and made available to 
seafarers, shipping companies 
and State parties to the STCW 
Convention.

The MARINA shall issue the 
required implementing rules 
and regulations in accordance 

with the provisions of this Act 
within six (6) months from its ef-
fectivity  in which the MARINA 
shall ensure that the processes 
and procedures for issuance, 
validation, verification, correc-
tion, revocation, or cancellation 
of certificates of competency, 
endorsement, proficiency and 
documentary evidence required 
of seafarers under the STCW 
Convention shall be the most 
efficient and convenient way for 
the seafarers including, but not 
limited to, the establishment of 
one-stop shop arrangements, 
computerization and automa-
tion, and elimination of redun-
dant fees and charges.

MARINA administrator Dr. Maximo Q. Mejia, Jr. warns 
MARINA ship and shipyard safety inspectors nationwide 
on slacking on their jobs and are told to do their tasks well 
in order to ensure smooth sailing and safety to all ships and 
ferries navigating inland channels, including the inspection 
of ships being repaired in shipyards. Corresponding 
penalties will be meted out to those who defy law and 
standards, and also to those who will be found abusive of 
their position.

and also served as venue for the creation of a national 
union of domestic shipyards to be named ‘Chamber 
of Philippine Shipyards’.



The involvement in 
this forum of maritime 
school administrators, 
maritime executives, the 
seafarers, export-import 
traders and other 
stakeholders is expected 
to rise as positive 
changes continue to take 
shape.

Meanwhile, MA-
RINA, after the enact-
ment of Republic Act 
No. 10635, exercises 
these powers and func-
tions:

(a) Acts as the single 
and central maritime 
administration for all 
purposes relating to 
compliance with the 
STCW (Standards of 
Training, Certification 

Authority (TESDA), the 
Department of Health 
(DOH) and the Nation-
al Telecommunications 
Commission (NTC) 
relative to the issuance, 
validation, verification, 
correction, revocation 
or cancellation of cer-
tificates of competency, 
endorsement, proficien-
cy and documentary 
evidence required of all 
seafarers and all such 
other matters pertaining 
to the implementation 
of the STCW Conven-
tion.

The following condi-
tions are set to meet the 
aforementioned:

(1) MARINA shall 
ensure that the exam-
ination, licensing and 
certification system for 
marine deck and engine 
officers are in accor-
dance with the require-
ments prescribed under 
the STCW Convention. 
All powers, duties and 
functions of the PRC 
on examination, licens-
ing and certification 
system for marine deck 
and engine officers shall 
henceforth be exercised 
by the MARINA. The 
compensation and al-

lowances of the Board 
of Marine Deck Officers 
and Marine Engine Of-
ficers shall be compara-
ble to the compensation 
and allowances being 
received by the chair-
persons and members of 
other existing regulatory 
boards under the PRC 
and as provided in the 
General Appropriations 
Act.

(2) MARINA shall 
adopt rules and regula-
tions, in accordance with 
the STCW Convention, 
governing able-bodied 
deck and engine ratings 
including:

(i) Monitoring and 
verification of compli-
ance with the standards 
of ratings;

(ii) Harmonization of 
the procedures for peri-
odic evaluation, assess-
ment and monitoring 
activities undertaken by 
accredited institutions 
with registered pro-
grams for ratings; and

(iii) Issuance of certif-
icates of proficiency to 
ratings.

(3) MARINA shall 
ensure that all legal and 
administrative measures 
relative to the issuance 

of certificates of compe-
tency of GMDSS radio 
operators are in accor-
dance with the STCW 
Convention. For this 
purpose, the MARINA 
shall assess, revalidate 
and issue GMDSS ra-
dio operator’s certificate 
in accordance with the 
provisions under the 
STCW Convention.

(4) MARINA shall 
ensure that all maritime 
education, including the 
curricula and training 
programs, are structured 
and delivered in accor-
dance with the written 
programs, methods and 
media of delivery, pro-
cedures, and course ma-
terials compliant with 
international standards 
as prescribed under the 
STCW Convention. For 
this purpose, the MARI-
NA shall:

(i) Chair the Technical 
Panel on Maritime Edu-
cation (TPME) of the 
CHED; the TPME shall 
among others, formu-
late, review and recom-
mend to the CHED en 
banc all policies, stan-
dards, and guidelines for 
maritime education, in-

and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers) Convention

(b) Administers and 
ensures the effective 
implementation of the 
STCW Convention; in-
cluding all international 
conventions or agree-
ments implementing 
or applying the same, 
as well as international 
maritime safety conven-
tions or agreements that 
it seeks to promote com-
pliance with.

(c) Assumes all pow-
ers and functions of the 
Professional Regulation 
Commission (PRC), the 
Commission on High-
er Education (CHED), 
the Technical Education 
and Skills Development Continued on page 4

USAPANG STCW: Discussion on audit of maritime institutes that left about 24 out of 91 
schools, which may or may not avail of  the Enhanced Support Level Program. Answering 
questions from guests are, from right, MARINA administrator Dr. Maximo Mejia, Jr and 
Atty. Jabeth Sena Jepath Dacanay, STCWO Deputy Executive Director. The forum takes 
place every Tuesday, 2pm-4pm at the Marina Lounge.

A REGULAR, weekly forum 
every Tuesday from 2pm to 4pm, 
Usapang STCW is a venue for 
all inquiries, clarification and 
enlightenment regarding MARINA’s 
direction towards a stronger 
maritime nation that moves the 
world. MARINA Administrator 
Maximo Q. Mejia Jr. explains the 
stepped up programs the agency 
addresses, including summations on 
mid-term and long-term goals for 
the maritime industry. 

MARINA NEWS DIGEST 3ISSUE 1 w MARCH 16, 2015 w THE MARINA NEWS

‘Usapang STCW’ is the best venue for 
queries, clarification & enlightenment

WORLD MARITIME University professor, Dr. Michael Manuel, 
states the importance of Filipino seafarers to international shipping, 
adding that “to lose 450,000 Filipino seafarers, many of whom 
work in international shipping, would definitely have an impact on 
international shipping, the lifeblood of world trade.” He was quoted 
in one of his intensive lectures during the Professional Development 
Course on Assessment, Examination, and Certification of Seafarers for 
Assessors, Examiners, & Administrators last week.

“If you lose that advantage, it will be very difficult 
to return to it,” Dr. Manuel continues, citing the need 
for strong and constant monitoring and supervision 
of seafarers’ competency levels in order to keep up 
with not just the demand for highly trained and 
equipped seafarers but also at keeping pace with 
technological advances in navigation systems.

The recently concluded development course is 
targeted to dedicated inspectors of both MARINA 
and the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) 
and the first of two training courses. The next 
training course, in cooperation and coordination 

DR. MICHAEL MANUEL is an Associate 
Professor (Nippon Foundation Chair) and 
Head of the Maritime Education and Training 
Specialization at the World Maritime 
University in Malmö, Sweden.
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with Denmark, will cover knowledge and 
understanding of maritime simulators and 
their use.

Dr. Michael Ekow Manuel, speaker during 
the professional development course, is an 
Associate Professor (Nippon Foundation 
Chair) and Head of the Maritime Education 

The Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) 
welcomes Dr. Michael Manuel of the World Maritime 
University to speak during the five-day long intensive 
Training Course for Assessment, Examination, and 
Certification of Seafarers targeting administrators, 
trainers, and assessors slated on March 9 to 13. 

Manuel delights in the discussion and workshop activities with the 
trainees during the five-day course.

Filipino seafarers, vital to int’l shipping! 
- Dr. Manuel, WMU professor

and Training Specialization 
at the World Maritime 
University.    He is a master 
mariner, worked on ships for 
eleven years culminating in an 
appointment as master (ship 
captain) and was previously the 
Dean of the Faculty of Maritime 
Studies at the Regional Maritime 
University in Ghana.

He holds degrees in Maritime 
Affairs (MSc.) and Maritime 
Administration (PhD) from 
the World Maritime University 
with ITF and Sheldon Kinney 
Fellowships respectively. He 
authored Maritime Risk and 
Organizational Learning 
published by Ashgate in London 
and other articles in peer-
reviewed academic journals.

Dr. Manuel has offered 
consultancy services in national 
and international contexts 
(private and public), including 
to the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) and the 
United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD). He has delivered 

training courses in many 
jurisdictions worldwide, courses 
that among others relate to the 
STCW Convention and Code 
and to the safe carriage/handling 
of dangerous goods at sea and 
in ports (IMDG and IMSBC 
Codes). His research interests 
are in the areas of maritime 
education and training, 
knowledge management, 
operational risk governance, 
management, organizational 
behavior and organizational 
learning, and maritime policy 
and administration. 

Dr. Manuel meets 22 
participants, who, upon 
successful completion of the 
course, should be able to: apply 
the international provisions 
concerning the training, 
assessment, examination and 
certification of masters, officers 
and ratings of merchant ships; 
interrogate the provisions of 
the STCW Convention and 
Code with a view to optimally 
implement these provisions 
in the national context; 
analyze national assessment, 
examination and certification 
needs; determine appropriate 
assessment procedures and 
methods; organize, administer 
and conduct assessments/
examination; and issue and 
control certificates. Two of the 
twenty-two participants are 
from the Commission on Higher 
Education (CHED). 



The involvement in 
this forum of maritime 
school administrators, 
maritime executives, the 
seafarers, export-import 
traders and other 
stakeholders is expected 
to rise as positive 
changes continue to take 
shape.

Meanwhile, MA-
RINA, after the enact-
ment of Republic Act 
No. 10635, exercises 
these powers and func-
tions:

(a) Acts as the single 
and central maritime 
administration for all 
purposes relating to 
compliance with the 
STCW (Standards of 
Training, Certification 

Authority (TESDA), the 
Department of Health 
(DOH) and the Nation-
al Telecommunications 
Commission (NTC) 
relative to the issuance, 
validation, verification, 
correction, revocation 
or cancellation of cer-
tificates of competency, 
endorsement, proficien-
cy and documentary 
evidence required of all 
seafarers and all such 
other matters pertaining 
to the implementation 
of the STCW Conven-
tion.

The following condi-
tions are set to meet the 
aforementioned:

(1) MARINA shall 
ensure that the exam-
ination, licensing and 
certification system for 
marine deck and engine 
officers are in accor-
dance with the require-
ments prescribed under 
the STCW Convention. 
All powers, duties and 
functions of the PRC 
on examination, licens-
ing and certification 
system for marine deck 
and engine officers shall 
henceforth be exercised 
by the MARINA. The 
compensation and al-

lowances of the Board 
of Marine Deck Officers 
and Marine Engine Of-
ficers shall be compara-
ble to the compensation 
and allowances being 
received by the chair-
persons and members of 
other existing regulatory 
boards under the PRC 
and as provided in the 
General Appropriations 
Act.

(2) MARINA shall 
adopt rules and regula-
tions, in accordance with 
the STCW Convention, 
governing able-bodied 
deck and engine ratings 
including:

(i) Monitoring and 
verification of compli-
ance with the standards 
of ratings;

(ii) Harmonization of 
the procedures for peri-
odic evaluation, assess-
ment and monitoring 
activities undertaken by 
accredited institutions 
with registered pro-
grams for ratings; and

(iii) Issuance of certif-
icates of proficiency to 
ratings.

(3) MARINA shall 
ensure that all legal and 
administrative measures 
relative to the issuance 

of certificates of compe-
tency of GMDSS radio 
operators are in accor-
dance with the STCW 
Convention. For this 
purpose, the MARINA 
shall assess, revalidate 
and issue GMDSS ra-
dio operator’s certificate 
in accordance with the 
provisions under the 
STCW Convention.

(4) MARINA shall 
ensure that all maritime 
education, including the 
curricula and training 
programs, are structured 
and delivered in accor-
dance with the written 
programs, methods and 
media of delivery, pro-
cedures, and course ma-
terials compliant with 
international standards 
as prescribed under the 
STCW Convention. For 
this purpose, the MARI-
NA shall:

(i) Chair the Technical 
Panel on Maritime Edu-
cation (TPME) of the 
CHED; the TPME shall 
among others, formu-
late, review and recom-
mend to the CHED en 
banc all policies, stan-
dards, and guidelines for 
maritime education, in-

and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers) Convention

(b) Administers and 
ensures the effective 
implementation of the 
STCW Convention; in-
cluding all international 
conventions or agree-
ments implementing 
or applying the same, 
as well as international 
maritime safety conven-
tions or agreements that 
it seeks to promote com-
pliance with.

(c) Assumes all pow-
ers and functions of the 
Professional Regulation 
Commission (PRC), the 
Commission on High-
er Education (CHED), 
the Technical Education 
and Skills Development Continued on page 4

USAPANG STCW: Discussion on audit of maritime institutes that left about 24 out of 91 
schools, which may or may not avail of  the Enhanced Support Level Program. Answering 
questions from guests are, from right, MARINA administrator Dr. Maximo Mejia, Jr and 
Atty. Jabeth Sena Jepath Dacanay, STCWO Deputy Executive Director. The forum takes 
place every Tuesday, 2pm-4pm at the Marina Lounge.

A REGULAR, weekly forum 
every Tuesday from 2pm to 4pm, 
Usapang STCW is a venue for 
all inquiries, clarification and 
enlightenment regarding MARINA’s 
direction towards a stronger 
maritime nation that moves the 
world. MARINA Administrator 
Maximo Q. Mejia Jr. explains the 
stepped up programs the agency 
addresses, including summations on 
mid-term and long-term goals for 
the maritime industry. 
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‘Usapang STCW’ is the best venue for 
queries, clarification & enlightenment

WORLD MARITIME University professor, Dr. Michael Manuel, 
states the importance of Filipino seafarers to international shipping, 
adding that “to lose 450,000 Filipino seafarers, many of whom 
work in international shipping, would definitely have an impact on 
international shipping, the lifeblood of world trade.” He was quoted 
in one of his intensive lectures during the Professional Development 
Course on Assessment, Examination, and Certification of Seafarers for 
Assessors, Examiners, & Administrators last week.

“If you lose that advantage, it will be very difficult 
to return to it,” Dr. Manuel continues, citing the need 
for strong and constant monitoring and supervision 
of seafarers’ competency levels in order to keep up 
with not just the demand for highly trained and 
equipped seafarers but also at keeping pace with 
technological advances in navigation systems.

The recently concluded development course is 
targeted to dedicated inspectors of both MARINA 
and the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) 
and the first of two training courses. The next 
training course, in cooperation and coordination 

DR. MICHAEL MANUEL is an Associate 
Professor (Nippon Foundation Chair) and 
Head of the Maritime Education and Training 
Specialization at the World Maritime 
University in Malmö, Sweden.
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with Denmark, will cover knowledge and 
understanding of maritime simulators and 
their use.

Dr. Michael Ekow Manuel, speaker during 
the professional development course, is an 
Associate Professor (Nippon Foundation 
Chair) and Head of the Maritime Education 

The Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) 
welcomes Dr. Michael Manuel of the World Maritime 
University to speak during the five-day long intensive 
Training Course for Assessment, Examination, and 
Certification of Seafarers targeting administrators, 
trainers, and assessors slated on March 9 to 13. 

Manuel delights in the discussion and workshop activities with the 
trainees during the five-day course.

Filipino seafarers, vital to int’l shipping! 
- Dr. Manuel, WMU professor

and Training Specialization 
at the World Maritime 
University.    He is a master 
mariner, worked on ships for 
eleven years culminating in an 
appointment as master (ship 
captain) and was previously the 
Dean of the Faculty of Maritime 
Studies at the Regional Maritime 
University in Ghana.

He holds degrees in Maritime 
Affairs (MSc.) and Maritime 
Administration (PhD) from 
the World Maritime University 
with ITF and Sheldon Kinney 
Fellowships respectively. He 
authored Maritime Risk and 
Organizational Learning 
published by Ashgate in London 
and other articles in peer-
reviewed academic journals.

Dr. Manuel has offered 
consultancy services in national 
and international contexts 
(private and public), including 
to the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) and the 
United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD). He has delivered 

training courses in many 
jurisdictions worldwide, courses 
that among others relate to the 
STCW Convention and Code 
and to the safe carriage/handling 
of dangerous goods at sea and 
in ports (IMDG and IMSBC 
Codes). His research interests 
are in the areas of maritime 
education and training, 
knowledge management, 
operational risk governance, 
management, organizational 
behavior and organizational 
learning, and maritime policy 
and administration. 

Dr. Manuel meets 22 
participants, who, upon 
successful completion of the 
course, should be able to: apply 
the international provisions 
concerning the training, 
assessment, examination and 
certification of masters, officers 
and ratings of merchant ships; 
interrogate the provisions of 
the STCW Convention and 
Code with a view to optimally 
implement these provisions 
in the national context; 
analyze national assessment, 
examination and certification 
needs; determine appropriate 
assessment procedures and 
methods; organize, administer 
and conduct assessments/
examination; and issue and 
control certificates. Two of the 
twenty-two participants are 
from the Commission on Higher 
Education (CHED). 



Designed to give partici-
pants the knowledge and skills 
for the assessment, examina-
tion, and certification of mas-
ters, officers, and ratings on 
board the world’s merchant 
fleet, the course included to de-
fine specifics on the supervis-
ing and monitoring of Filipino 
seafarer’s competency level, as 
part of MARINA-STCWO’s 
function to issue, validate, 
verify, correct, revoke or can-

cel certificates of competency, 
endorse or cancel certificates 
of competency, proficiency, 
endorsement and documenta-
ry evidence that is required of 
all seafarers as provided in the 
STCW Convention 1978, as 
amended. Given to qualified 
assessors of both MARINA 
and CHED, the course training 
is part of the structural devel-
opment the maritime agency 
continues to undergo since the 

TWENTY-TWO PARTICIPANTS, all dedicated and qualified assessors from both MARINA and CHED, intently listen to Dr. Manuel’s lecture during the 
week-long Professional Development Course on Assessment, Examination, and Certification of Seafarers for Assessors, Examiners, and Administrators 
at the H2O Hotel and Convention Hall in Manila, March 9-13, 2015.
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STCWO steps up to strengthen Filipino seafarers’ 
competency level in skills, learning & proficiency

THROUGH CONTINUOUS MONITORING AND SUPERVISION

enactment of RA 10365, a law 
that establishes MARINA as a 
single maritime administra-
tion and enforcement agency 
of international convention on 
standards of training, certifi-
cation and watchkeeping for 
seafarers. 

Aimed to provide knowl-
edge and skills for trainees 
to administer, supervise and 
monitor training and assess-
ment of seafarer competence, 
the course is based on the re-
quirements of STCW Regu-
lation 1/6 and STCW Code 
A-I/6 — Training and assess-
ment and with a consideration 
of the contents of IMO Model 
Course 3.12 — Assessment, 
examination and certification 
of seafarers. The course covers: 
overview of the development of 
the STCW Convention; struc-
ture and requirements of the 
STCW Convention and Code; 

process overview; review of 
international obligations; au-
thority and organization for 
assessment, examination and 
certification of seafarers; qual-
ity systems; certificate require-
ments; approving training, as-
sessment and records; oral and 
practical tests; shipboard as-
sessment; the assessment pro-
cess; developing performance 
improvement plan; mainte-
nance of standards; adminis-
tration; and requirements for 
high-speed crafts.

MARINA Administrator 
Maximo Q. Mejia Jr. is confi-
dent that maritime adminis-
trations and industry stake-
holders around the world can 
be assured that Filipino sea-
farers’ competencies in skills, 
learning, and performance are 
according international stan-
dards. With a “maritime indus-

A FIVE-DAY course designed to give 
participants the knowledge and skills for the 
assessment, examination, and certification 
of masters, officers, and ratings on board 
the world’s merchant fleet titled Professional 
Development Course on Assessment, 
Examination, and Certification of Seafarers for 
Assessors, Examiners, & Administrators. 

Continued on page 4

cluding curricula, facilities and 
guidelines;

(ii) Monitor and verify, in 
coordination with the CHED, 
compliance with the policies, 
standards, and guidelines of 
maritime education in the con-
duct of maritime education and 
training programs;

(iii) Review and harmonize 
the procedures for period-
ic evaluation, assessment and 
monitoring of all maritime 
education and training insti-
tutions in accordance with the 
standards of the CHED and 
other recognized international 
organizations;

(iv) Develop, formulate and 
recommend for implementa-
tion, strict quality assurance 
mechanisms and relevant typol-
ogy for maritime education pro-
grams and institutions;

(v) Recommend to the CHED 
en banc the closure/phase-out 

of substandard maritime educa-
tion institutions, in accordance 
with the rules and regulations, 
as well as recommend alterna-
tive schemes or options for the 
affected maritime educational 
institution;

(vi) Maintain an updated list 
of compliant and phased-out 
maritime education and train-
ing programs, publish such lists 
in appropriate media, and pro-
vide the public with a clear un-
derstanding of the consequenc-
es of enrolling in a phased-out 
program;

(5) The MARINA shall coor-
dinate with the DOH to ensure 
that the medical standards es-
tablished to ascertain the med-
ical fitness of seafarers are in ac-
cordance with the international 
conventions, treaties and exist-
ing laws. For this purpose, the 
MARINA shall:

(i) Ensure that the medical 
examinations and issuance of 
medical certificates by the DOH 
accredited hospitals, medical 

‘Usapang STCW’ ... 
from page 3

The maritime administration 
also warns shipyard owners 
and operators to provide 
safe working areas, health 
protection to their employees, 
and appropriate salaries and 
wages to technical workers and 
supervisors, naval architects, 
marine engineers, and skilled 
workers like welders, fitters, 
and others.

In a recent Ship Building, 
Ship Repair (SBSR) seminar-

workshop held Feb. 5-7 at the Sarrosa 
International Hotel and Residential 
Suites in Cebu City, MARINA Shipyards 
Regulations Service (SRS) chief, Director 
Ramon C. Henandez and Director Nanette 
V. Dinopol  (MARINA Region 7) cited that 
there are 113 domestic shipyards operating 
in Visayas, Mindanao, and Luzon, including 
Metro Manila, where seven belong to ‘large’ 
shipyards category, 12 ‘medium’, and 94 
‘small’. 

The SBSR was attended by shipowners, 
domestic shipyard operators and managers 

Fulfill tasks, prevent accidents on domestic waters
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MEJIA WARNS SHIP, SHIPYARD INSPECTORS: 

MARINA Administrator Maximo Mejia Jr. stresses that, to 
optimize efficiencies, the MARINA is bent on leveraging 
the country’s strengths in labor and shipbuilding.

STCW steps up ... 
from page 1

try that moves the world,” MA-
RINA’s continuing upgrades in 
this industry will significantly 
raise its reputation as a premier 
maritime administration in 
this part of the world. 

Sponsored by MARINA’s 
STCWO (Standards of 
Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers 
Office), the training takes 
place at the H2O Hotel and 
convention hall and concludes 
March 13.

clinics, and laboratories, includ-
ing medical practitioners are in 
accordance with the standards 
prescribed by the STCW Con-
vention; and

(ii) Ensure that medical certif-
icates are issued by a duly-qual-
ified medical practitioner rec-
ognized by and accredited with 
the DOH, and for this purpose, 
a register of recognized medi-
cal practitioners shall be main-
tained and made available to 
seafarers, shipping companies 
and State parties to the STCW 
Convention.

The MARINA shall issue the 
required implementing rules 
and regulations in accordance 

with the provisions of this Act 
within six (6) months from its ef-
fectivity  in which the MARINA 
shall ensure that the processes 
and procedures for issuance, 
validation, verification, correc-
tion, revocation, or cancellation 
of certificates of competency, 
endorsement, proficiency and 
documentary evidence required 
of seafarers under the STCW 
Convention shall be the most 
efficient and convenient way for 
the seafarers including, but not 
limited to, the establishment of 
one-stop shop arrangements, 
computerization and automa-
tion, and elimination of redun-
dant fees and charges.

MARINA administrator Dr. Maximo Q. Mejia, Jr. warns 
MARINA ship and shipyard safety inspectors nationwide 
on slacking on their jobs and are told to do their tasks well 
in order to ensure smooth sailing and safety to all ships and 
ferries navigating inland channels, including the inspection 
of ships being repaired in shipyards. Corresponding 
penalties will be meted out to those who defy law and 
standards, and also to those who will be found abusive of 
their position.

and also served as venue for the creation of a national 
union of domestic shipyards to be named ‘Chamber 
of Philippine Shipyards’.


