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Officer-in-charge of enforcement Services Division atty. herschel f. Magracia, center, counter-checks 
the required numbers and expiration dates of buoyant smoke signal on board a cargo-passenger ship 
headed for iloilo this Maundy Thursday, april 2.  he is flanked by two members of his team members, 
Dexter de Leon on left, and Laurence gahol on the right.

MARINA follows stringent inspection standard 
as part of ‘Ligtas Biyaheng Dagat’ campaign

On board a ship for 
inspection this Maundy 
Thursday, April 2, its OIC 
Atty. Herschel F. Magracia 
stressed that safety and security 
inspections are not just a 
seasonal engagement done by 
his teams, but a continuous 
effort to effect the promotion 
and observance of proper 
safety culture on board ships, 
passenger vessels, and other 
motorized boats operating in 
domestic trade. 

“We are mandated to 
enforce the full observance of 
safety, security, and efficiency 
of equipment on board vessels 
to avoid maritime accidents,” 
Magracia added.

MARINA is constrained to 
appropriately act on identified 
violations and penalize erring 
units as discussed on previ-

The ‘LigTas 
Biyaheng Dagat’ 
campaign is a  
nationwide and 
continuing undertaking 
that ensures safe, 
secure, and efficient 
water transport service 
enforced strictly by 
the enforcement 
services Division of 
the Maritime industry 
authority (MaRiNa). 

M a r i T i M e  i n D u S T r y  a u T h O r i T y
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Big SavingS fOr SeafarerS frOM cenTraL anD nOrThern LuzOn

CIA as transit point for seafarers?

MaRiNa pReps up for the 
“enhancement of safety of ships 
Carrying passengers On Board Non-
international Voyages” slated april 
24th, a conference in cooperation 
with the international Maritime 
Organization that will be held at the 
philippine international Convention 
Center.

Still in the early stages of planning 
for the prospective move, MARINA 
Administrator Maximo Q. Mejia 
Jr is open and willing to discuss 
contingencies and logistics with the 
Department of Transportation and 
Communications (DOTC), as the  
plan will directly affect seafarers who 
are also stakeholders of MARINA.

“MARINA is always looking for 
appropriate solutions that can help 
everyone involved in the industry, to 

A general meeting 
of the MARINA Ad-
ministrative Group 
was called to check 
on the status of the 
preparations made for 
the hosting of the In-
ternational Maritime 
Organization (IMO) 
Conference on the En-
hancement of Safety 
of Ships Carrying 
Passengers On Board 
Non-I nter nat iona l 
Voyages this April 
24th at the Philippine 
International Conven-
tion Center. 

Chaired and pre-
sided by MARINA 
Deputy Director for 
Administration Gloria 
J. Victoria-Bañas, each 

Marina administrator Dr. Maximo Q. 
Mejia Jr: always looking at the bigger 
picture.

The Marina administrative group members 
responsible for the iMO conference preparations are 
also officers-in-charge, heads or representatives of 
other divisions in the agency. 

Global Seafarer Supply by Broad Geographical Area 2010 (000s)

ratings

Officers Source: BiMcO/iSf Manpower 2010 update

member of the group 
assigned to perform 
and complete prepa-
ration requirements 
were given time to re-
port on achievements 
and challenges that are 
needed to be immedi-
ately addressed during 
the meeting.

“It is important that 
you voice out what 
seems to you as chal-
lenges now for this is 
the only time we can 
deal with them,” Atty. 
Victoria-Bañas ad-
vised everyone in at-
tendance. She added 
that any incident that 
will result from any 
lack of attention on 
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IMO Conference set 
this April 24th

Marina prepS up

Figures that Matter

The gOVeRNMeNT is eyeing to set up a MaRiNa office 
in Clark, pampanga to encourage outgoing and incoming 
seafarers who live in northern and central Luzon. Making 
the Clark international airport, Cia, as a transit point 
for seafarers residing in the said regions of the island could 
reduce expenditures in both time and money as compared to 
going to Manila, explained Transportation Undersecretary 
for Legal atty. Jose perpetuo Lotilla in a news report.

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3
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IMO Conference set ... 
from page 2

CIA as transit ... 
from page 2

IMO announces ... 
from page 4

international
MaritiMe
organizationimo

Human element vital to int’l shipping
IMO Int’l Shipping Facts & Figures

Here are excerpts from 
the chapter:

It is important to 
celebrate not only the vital 
contribution that ships 
and shipping make to the 
prosperity and well-being 
of us all but also the men 
and women who take on the 
onerous task of operating 
them.

The International Labour 
Organization‘s Maritime 
Labour Convention, 2006 
provides comprehensive 
rights and protection at 
work for the world’s more 

than 1.2 million seafarers. The 
new labour standard (1996) 
consolidates and updates more 
than 65 international labour 
standards related to seafarers 
adopted over the last 80 years.

[The year] 2010 has 
been a special year in the 
world of maritime training, 
one which will always be 
associated with the adoption 
of historic amendments 
to the International 
Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers 

iN a publication released by the international Maritime Organization’s 
Maritime Knowledge Centre titled international shipping Facts and 
Figures - information Resources on Trade, safety, security, environment, 
the entire eighth chapter on The human element covers the importance 
of men and women in the maritime industry and some relevant 
undertakings that transpired.

STCW Convention and Code 
- instruments that together set 
the international benchmark 
for the training and education 
of seafarers. “The Manila 
Amendments” are set to enter 
into force on 1 January 2012 
under the tacit acceptance 
procedure enshrined in the 
STCW Convention. The 
amendments are of supreme 
relevance to seafarers, covering, 
as they do, not only their 
training and certification but 
also having an impact on how 
they undertake a broad range 

of professional duties on 
board - both at sea and in 
ports.

Manpower surveys 
are still predicting officer 
shortages and this is 
something the industry 
cannot afford to ignore. If the 
global pool of competent, 
properly qualified and 
certified seafarers is to meet 
the predicted demand, then 
seafaring must be seen as 
a viable career choice for 
young people of the right 
calibre.

the challenges identified will 
fall under the jurisdiction of 
the sub-committee assigned.

Status reports of every sub-
committee were heard and 
dealt with while appropriate 
solutions were recommended, 

provide easier and simpler ways 
to do them,” Dr. Mejia said.

Meanwhile, the POEA, Phil-
ippine Overseas Employment 
Administration, already holds 
office in Clark.

MARINA follows stringent ... 
from page 1

ous consultative dialogues with 
stakeholders in the country’s 
nautical highways. These dia-
logues took place in coordina-
tion with MARINA’s regional 
directors and officers-in-charge 
and representatives from the 
Philippine Coast Guard.

MARINA Administratior 
Dr. Maximo Q. Mejia Jr pro-

vided the instructions to pro-
mote and observe proper safety 
culture on board maritime ves-
sels including corresponding 
penalities for violations, which 
were covered in these consul-
tative meetings that convened 
stakeholders in Batangas, Pala-
wan, Boracay, Cebu City, Du-
maguete City, Tacloban City, 
Davao, Iloilo, Cagayan de Oro 
and General Santos City.

tions with responsibility for the 
safety and security of shipping 
and the prevention of marine 
pollution by ships. It is the 
global standard-setting author-
ity for the safety, security and 
environmental performance of 
international shipping with its 
main role to create a regulatory 
framework for the shipping in-
dustry that is fair and effective, 
universally adopted and uni-
versally implemented.

especially those calling for  
proper guidance and coordina-
tion with other agencies of gov-
ernment.

The meeting was held at the 
Board Room, 11 a.m., April 
7th.

A responsive online
brand implementation 

survey is going on for all 
MARINA central office 

employees.

You may use
your handheld gadgets! 

Access the survey at:
phmarina.wordpress.com

Click on
Brand Implementation Survey 
on the right sidebar.

i-belong-here
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IMO AnnOunCes sIx seC-gen CAndIdAtes
The iNTeRNaTiONaL Maritime Organization announces six candidates 
vying for the position of iMO secretary-general in a news released april 
1, 2015. By its established deadline of 31 March 2015, the organization 
has received the nominations of the six candidtates by their respective 
governments for said position.

A number of these institutions offering BS 
Maritime Transportation (BSMT) and BS 
Marine Engineering (BSMarE) programs 
were found to be deficient by the European 
Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) in 2006. 
These MHEIs are audited based on their 
compliance to the standard training require-
ments stipulated in the STCW Convention, 
as amended. 

The review takes into account the range 
of deficiencies an MHEI may have. Minor 
deficiencies may require mere documentary 
compliance while major deficient institutions 
would need significant upgrades of existing 

iMO Secretary-general Mr. Koji 
Sekimizu is the seventh elected 
Secretary-general of this un 
specialized agency. (Photo courtesy 
of imo.org)

Technical panel on maritime education continues review

Marina administrator Dr. Maximo Q. Mejia Jr is chairman of the TpMe. The panel is composed 
of commissioners, directors, and high-level technical personnel from Marina, cheD, prc 
(professional regulation commission), and the stakeholders community. On foreground is Dr. 
Maria cynthia rose B. Bautista, cheD Oversight commissioner for Maritime education.

share us that news. everyone has a story to tell. 
email us at marina.newsfeed@gmail.com

In alphabetical order by 
surname, the candidates 
nominated are the following: 
Mr. Andreas Chrysostomou 
(Rep. of Cyprus); Mr. Vitaly 
Klyuev (Russian Federation); 
Mr. Ki-tack Lim (Rep. of 
Korea); Dr. Maximo Q. Mejia 
Jr (Rep. of the Philippines); Mr. 
Andreas Nordseth (Kingdom 

of Denmark); and Mr. Juvenal 
Shiundu (Rep. of Kenya).

Election for the post will be 
held during the 114th session 
of the 40-member strong IMO 
Council, which will meet on 29 
June 2015.  The decision of the 
Council will be submitted to 
the IMO Assembly on its 29th 
session on 23 November 2015, 

for its approval. 
Meanwhile, incumbent IMO 

Secretary-General Mr. Koji 
Sekimizu was elected in June 
2011 for a four-year period 
starting 1 January 2012.

The International Maritime 
Organization is the special-
ized agency of the United Na-

Continued on page 3

The TeChNiCaL panel on 
Maritime education (TpMe) 
continues its review on 
findings submitted by the joint 
Commission on higher education 
(CheD) and MaRiNa audit 
teams on accredited maritime 
higher education instutions 
(Mheis) nationwide.

training facilities  and equipment, curric-
ulum and even faculty. For most deficient 
institutions that could not afford equally 
significant upgrades, CHED introduces 
the non-degree Enhanced Support Level 

Program (ESLP), a ratings enhancement 
course for both deck and engine depart-
ments, which is also a requirement in the 
STCW 2010 Manila Amendments.

The panel is expected to come up with 
results that will decide which MHEIs are 
to continue providing degree programs 
and which will have to offer the non-de-
gree enhancement program ESLP.

What’s going on  in MARINA 
could be about you


